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stood rows of stalls in the market-place. Tenth-century
documents show that this trait of mediaeval life was an old
one, for Fishmonger Street, Shieldwright Street, Cheap
Street and Tanner Street are enumerated among the streets
of Winchester, and they also appear in the Winton Domes-
day1. A twelfth-century description of London2 sets forth
how " men of all trades, sellers of all sorts of wares, labourers
in every work, are every morning all set apart by themselves
in their distinct and several places ". In his Survey of
London Stow has left us a valuable account of the different
quarters of the city, each associated with some famous
mistery or trade; the mercers and haberdashers with their
shops on London Bridge, the goldsmiths in West Cheap,
the drapers in Candlewick Street, the butchers in East
Cheap, and the rest also grouped together in their own
locality3. York is claimed as an exception4; it seems that
here the crafts were not separated. Yet even at York we
find Girdlegate, Spurriergate and Tanner Row5. Apparently
at Coventry also trade was not localized to any great extent6.
At each step we are reminded that mediaeval town-life
was nowhere uniform, and that large generalizations need
to be qualified at every turn.
One reason for the association of traders in local groups sources 01
was doubtless to facilitate the collection of dues; and on market
'                     revenues.
this account the townsmen were required to shut up their
shops and do their traffic at the fair7. At Hereford8 a dispute
arose as to whether burgesses could sell wares in their own
houses, provided they paid tolls to avoid loss of revenue to
1 J. Kemble, Codex Diplomatics (1848), iii. 252 (No. 673) ; vi. 135 (No.
1291).    For the Winton Domesday : Domesday Book, iv.
- Materials for the History of Thomas Becket (Rolls Series), iii. 2-13.
3  Stow, Survey of London (ed. Kingsford), i. 81.   The town rental of
Bury St. Edmunds exhibits a similar localization of trade: Proceedings of
the Suffolk Institute of Archeology, xiii. part ii. 198.   Again at Lenton fair
the merchants appear to have been classed according to their wealth or
status,' the best',' the middle class', and ' the smaller', " each one accord-
ing to his condition " : Records of Nottingham, i. 63.
4  York Memorandum Book, i. p. xv.
8 The English Historical Review, ix. 293.
6  Coventry Leet Book, iv. p. xlii.
7  Kitchin, Charter of Edward III., 52;  Jusserand, English Wayfaring
Life, 246.
8  Placitorum Abbreviatio, 113 a.